Following Morton's successful demonstration of ether anaesthesia on October 16, 1846, news spread quickly to England. On Saturday, December 19, James Robinson, eminent London dentist, administered ether and then extracted a tooth from a Miss Lonsdale. He performed this operation at the home of Dr Francis Boott, who had received a letter describing Morton's achievement from his old friend, Jacob Bigelow of Boston.
The apparatus used was not fashioned after Morton's inhaler (a glass bulb containing an ether soaked sponge, with an air inlet and a valved mouthpiece) but a design contrived by Drs Boott and Robinson and manufactured by Hooper of Pall Mall. Although Boott wrote to the Lancet soon after December 19, he did not describe the inhaler until an article in the Illustrated London News of January 9, 1847. The inhaler was an adaptation of Nooth's apparatus, a device for impregnating water with carbon dioxide. It consisted of two parts, the lower, which held marble chips and sulphuric acid, and an upper vessel to contain water through which the gas could bubble. Only the lower section was used for the ether apparatus, a hose connection being applied together with a new upper section which allowed air to enter the lower vessel. Ether soaked sponges were placed in both the upper and lower sections.
When Boott and Robinson first used their inhaler on December 19, only Mrs Boott and her two daughters were present to witness the spectacle. Later on the same day Robert Liston, London's leading surgeon, together with a young medical student, William Squire, went to Boott's house to witness further demonstrations which apparently were not as successful as the first. Liston, commanding great respect for his knowledge, publications and surgical skill, was not to be deterred. He and Squire proceeded to improve on Boott's inhaler and consulted Peter Squire, William's uncle, a London chemist who also used the base of Nooth's apparatus to construct an inhaler. In a daring exhibition on Monday, December 21, Liston, in front of an invited audience, administered ether to two patients. He performed an above knee amputation and then the incision of an ingrown toenail. Both operations were successfully achieved without pain.
Twenty-four different inhalers were illustrated in three British journals within a few weeks of ether's first use in England and there were probably many more which were unreported. It was the January 9 issue of the Illustrated London News however, which arrived in Australia sometime in May 1847 carrying an illustration of Boott's apparatus. It was from this description that both William Russ Pugh in Launceston and John Belisario in Sydney independently fashioned an inhaler with which to administer ether for the first ether anaesthetics in Australia, on June 7, 1847.
The cover photo depicts a reconstruction of such an inhaler, based on descriptions of the time. The Launceston Examiner of June 9 carried the following passage: "Dr Pugh had constructed apparatus similar to that figured in the Illustrated London News. It consists of two glass vessels, one placed on the other, and both containing pieces of sponge saturated with ether. Connected with the lower vessel is a flexible tube, provided with a stop-cock, etc., terminating in a pipe, which is placed in the patient's mouth. The upper vessel is fitted with a glass stopper, which is removed when the patient inhales, so that the air he breathes passes through the saturated sponges and becomes impregnated with the ether they contain. The nostrils being compressed, the process of breathing is precisely the same as if a person inhaled and expired the atmosphere through a tobacco pipe." An expiratory valve, not detailed in this description was present in Boott's illustration, together with a nose clip.
Family tradition has it that Belisario also used an inhaler fashioned after the picture in the Illustrated London News. It is not known who made the inhaler. It may have been the Australian Agricultural Company, who had made other apparatus for him, or, since Belisario was known to be a skilled engineer, he could easily have made it himself.
Neither Pugh's nor Belisario's inhaler survived, and so we can only guess at their exact appearance. The cover photo, however, gives some idea of the technical expertise which the earliest of Australian anaesthetists possessed in addition to their pioneering medical spirit.
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